First Steps

1st Meeting

1. We will give you a Youth application and Part A&B medical forms.  Complete these for your son and turn in to Mr. Routh.
2. Once you turn in your son’s application, the Troop will give your son his official Boy Scout Handbook and neckerchief.
At Home (Parent and scout)
1. Acquaint yourselves with this guide.  This is to involve your son in the planning of and preparation for Boys Scout activities, which are “Scout lead”.  This is the transition point from Cub Scout to Boy Scout.
2. With your son, complete the ‘How to protect your children from child abuse: A parents’ guide’ in the front of the Scout Handbook.
3. Review Requirements for the Scout Rank with your son at home.  They can be found in the first chapter of his handbook.
4. Consider the unique ways you can enable the troop to continue providing a high quality program, then complete the Troop Resource Survey.   To be an active volunteer, you must complete an Adult Application.  Consider being a Merit Badge Counselor & ask for necessary forms.
2nd Meeting

1. Bring your son and the Welcome Packet.

2. Meet with a committee member while your son has his 1st Scoutmaster’s Conference for his first rank of “Scout”.
At Home

1. Go online or to a Boy Scout store and buy your son’s uniform.  Involve your son in determining the uniform requirements, which can be found online in the Troop Guidebook.
2. Have your son post the Troop calendar and roster where he won’t lose it and be reminded by it.
3. Consider getting a notebook in which to save his merit badge cards and a Troop T-shirt (from Troop website)
3rd Meeting

1. Turn in your Troop Resource Survey, and Adult application, if applicable, to the ScoutParent Coordinator.
Helpful hints from Guide Book


General Guidelines
· We meet year round on Tuesday nights from 7PM to 8:30PM, unless school was closed due to the weather.
· Tuesday nights following each campout are generally a Patrol Leader’s Council (PLC) meeting.
· Troop 516 is a youth lead organization with full support of the adults.
· Scouts are responsible for themselves and their uniforms.  If they need information have them call their patrol leader not the Scoutmaster.
· The boys are responsible for their advancement progress--you as a parent cannot sign off their requirements.

· The rank of 1st Class is attainable within 1 year.
· The 4 steps of advancement are 1) a scout learns, 2) a scout is tested, 3) a scout is reviewed, and 4) a scout is recognized
· When in doubt, your son asks his patrol leader.
Dues & other expenses
· Initially, $72 is required for registration.  For every year thereafter, dues are also $72 ($6/month).  The full amount of dues must be paid by January.  You can make various installment arrangements with the treasurer if you do not want to pay the yearly dues in one lump sum.
· Uniforms are available in Springfield, Bethesda or online.  The Boy Scout pants are not required until your son attains 1st Class.
· Troop t-shirts are available from our troop website.
· Talk to adult leaders before you buy camping equipment.  You DON’T need to buy a new tent or backpack for your son’s first campout.  The troop has extra tents.  Wait until your son has been in the troop for 6 to 9 months before you buy a backpack.  There is a backpack fitting guide among the links on the troop website.
· Fundraising directly offsets your costs.  Read chapter 7 of the Troop 516 Guide Book and learn all about your son’s Scout Account.
Parent Participation

· Be involved – there are various degrees of commitment, and your involvement will only make the troop program better.
Troop Calendar in a nut shell
· Committee meetings - 1st Tue 7-8:30PM
· Troop meetings - Tuesdays 7-8:30PM
· PLC meetings - 1st Tuesday after each campout unless noted otherwise
· Campouts
· Mar 16-18– Scouting Skills
· Apr 20-22– Spring Camporee
· May 11-13– Renaissance Festival
· Jun 22-24– Gettysburg
· Jul 15-21– Summer Camp/Goshen
· Aug 10-13 – Zorbing 
· Sep 21-23– Sleep on a Ship
· Oct 19-21– Fall Camporee

· Nov 16-18 – Archeology/Fossil Hunting
· Dec 7-8 – Marine Corps Museum
· Jan 25-26, 2013 – Rockclimbing Lock-in
· Feb 24-26, 2013 – Snowtubing
· Service Projects
· April 2012 – ACUMC clean up

· Spring 2012 – Special Olympics

· July 8, 2012 – Feed the homeless
· October 2012 – ACUMC clean up

· November 3/10, 2012 – Scouting for food
· Courts of Honor
· June 5, 2012
· September 11, 2012
· February 5, 2013 
· Troop Elections
· March 20, 2012
· September 25, 2012
· 6-Month Planning Meeting
· June 2012
· December 2012
· Merit Badge Days
· Apr 28-29, 2012 – Bird Study (Norfolk Zoo)
· August 2012 – To be determine
· January 2013 – To be determined
· Cross Over (Webelos)
· February 2013

Welcome to Troop 516


New Scouts,

I would like to welcome you to Boy Scouting and to your new troop.  Troop 516 has only been in existence for 6 years, and these years, the formative years, are in your hands.  You are now part of the 516 family and the troop's future achievements are profoundly affected by your drive and success as an individual member. Scouting will provide you the opportunity to develop your character, leadership skills, and to appreciate values of good citizenship as you participate in a year-round outdoor program. These are outstanding traits for a young man to absorb and are lifelong talents that will reach far beyond your years in scouting.

This quick start guide will get you started with the information you and your parents need to know now, and point you in the right direction to get other information you will need to know. 

I am excited that you are becoming a member of Troop 516. I believe you are joining a great troop which prides itself on an exciting outdoor program. I believe our young, but exciting program speaks for itself, and I hope you soon agree that our reputation is well deserved – even more than that I hope you have fun in this new adventure. 
Boy Scouting tells us to “Be Prepared.” However, I think that to enjoy and be successful in Scouting, another maxim is just as important “Be Involved”. I hope that you will follow these words and become a future star in the proud tradition of Troop 516.

Kevin Arthur
Scoutmaster


Welcome Packet Contents
Troop 516 Quick Start Guide

Scout Application

Medical forms 

Troop Resource Survey
Adult Application (2)

  *Let me know if your son did not receive these at his “Cross-Over Ceremony”:
Troop 516 Unit Number patch

Troop 516 Neckerchief

Official BSA Handbook

Shoulder Epilates


Other sources of Information

Troop 516 Website - http://t516.org/
Troop 516 Guide Book 

Troop 516 Calendar 

Part A medical form 

Part B medical form 

Part C medical form

Troop 516 Scoutmaster/Assistant Scoutmaster Roles and Responsibilities

Troop 516 Scout Leadership Positions Duties and responsibilities

Merit Badge Counselor Forms
    Find these online at http://www.t516.org under the “Link/Forms” tab.
     Find these other scouting forms at: 
http://www.scouting.org/sitecore/content/home/media/forms.aspx
Originally created by Dave Gibson, Troop 516’s first Scoutmaster.
The ScoutParent Coordinator (Andrew Gardner) welcomes your suggestions to make this resource better.  Call me at (540) 429-3623, or email suggestions to gardner.ar19@yahoo.com.



Boy Scouts of America

Troop 516

[image: image1.png]



Quick Start

Chartered to:

 Andrew Chapel United Methodist Church

Stafford, Virginia

